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THE CUT or THE SCYTHE: A historical narrative of XIXth Panzer Corp3 advance through the
Ardennes in Mayj 1 940, byj Major Florian K. Rothbrust, LISA, 272 pages.

'A
This narrative recounts the operational historyj of XIXth Panzer Corps' advance from 10 to 15
Mayj 1940. Its primnaryj focus is directed at the break' hrough at Sedan. The political and

* militaryj situations infl uenci nq the decision makers of the German Army General Staff and the
development of the campaign plan ire anal ijzed i n an attempt to provide an understandi ng for the

L'%- :rationale of the mission, deployjment, and employment of XIXth Panzer Corps and its subordi nate
units. A discussion of Field Marshal Erich von Manstelns3 recommendations and operational
concept clarifies his instrumental role in the development of the final campaign plan. Traffic
control , Special Operations Forces, and i nnovative Aerial Resuppl yj concepts are i nvestigated for
their fusion into the Air Laind Battle concept of this mobile warfare operation. This narrative
furnishes a complete account of the daily operations of XlXth Panzer Corps' leaders, men, and
equi pment. It provides a unique observation of the corps' staff i n its dailj e val uation of the
operational situation, intelligence reports, the logistic situation, and an endless friction with
the next higher hoaduarters. Lastlyj, this narrative demonstrates the effectiveness of a well
trained, equipped armored corps, commanded byj leaders who are fullyj cognizant of their
mission, the commanders aim, and the overall operational concept.

This thesis concludes that the remarkable German victories of 1939-1940, and especiallyj
XlXth Panzer Corps' advance through the Ardennes, were only posible because of a
tremendouslyj dedicated officer corps at the helm of the Armyj General Staff and in ev~rij key
position within the field army. The"e officers were the product of a fierce competitive

V satmosphere, enabling only the cream of the crop to survive, and thus producing a militaryj
culture feeding on mefficiencg mania."
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

" ll die Wwrfel ts ungteur ,Spils Wr wqt si zu *rfn?"

Oswald Speiglr

in "Jare dar Entscwt*u - 1932/33

This narrative recounts the operational history of the XlXth Panzer Corps' advance from

May 10 to 15, 1940. It encompaeees campaign planning at German Army High Command, the

preparation for the Army's offensive against France, ami the employment of an armored corps as

main effort through the Ardennes, although its primary focus is directed at XIXth Panzer Corps'

breakthrough at Sedan. The political end military situation influencing the decision makers of the

German Army General Staff planners and the development of the campaign plan are analyzed in an

attempt to provide an understanding for the rationale of th,. deployment, mission, and employment

of XIXth Pan-wx Corps and its subordinate units. An appraisal of German Army reforms at the

conclusion of the Polish campaign furnishes an appreciation for the immense effort required to

train and pre,.re the Army for the French campaign. A discussion of Field Marshal Erich Yon

Mansten's recommendations and operational concept clarifies his instrumental role if the

development of the final campaign plan. This narrative also presents an indepth explanation of

the development of Panzer Group Yon Kleist's traffic control plan and the coordination problems

involved in the movement of a tank army through the restricted terrain of the Ardennes. The

operational history of the XIXth Panzer Corps includes its formation, the headuarter's planning

and preparation, and its detailed actions throughout the Initial critical days of the offensive to

demonstrate its impact on the successful conclusion of the campaign. A complete account of the

daily operations furnishes an assessment of XlXth Panzer Corps' officers, men, and equipment. It



provides an observation of the corps' staff in its dlly evaluation of the operational and logistic

situation, intelligence reports, and an endless friction with the next higher headquarters, The

examination of Special Operations Forces, air assault forces, anti aircraft elements, and

engineers during planning and execution, demonstrates their critical requirement to achieve

success. Lastly, this ntrrative demonstrates the effectiveness of a well trained, equipped

armored corps, commanded by leaders who are fully cognizant of their mission, the commanders

aim, and the overall operational concept.

BACKOROUND

On September 3, 1939, the German Army assumed a defensive posture along the Western

Front. G0ermany once again found itself in a two front war, worse yet, w&, with Poland, France,

and England. The professional military elite hoped that Hitler would solve the situation in the

West through peaceful means, primarily, because they felt Germany was unprepared for war

against the Allies, and secondly, no plan existed for an offensive against France. Adolf Hitler, the

German dictator, however, had different ideas. His Wehrmecht Adjutant, Colonel Rudolf

Schmudt 2 , discussed the Fuehrer's desire for a quick attack on France with Nicolaus v. Below 3 ,

Hitler's Luftwaffe Adjutant, as early as September 8, 1939. Throughout the following days

Hitler brought up the subject of a possible attack on France, but only within his trusted inner

circle. After Germany's stunning defeat of Poland Hitler aetermined that Frarce and England

would reconsider before engaging the German army on the battlefield.4

Hitler, with clear intentions for future operations in the West, returned from the Eastern

Front with his entourage to Berlin's Stettiner railway' station on the afternoon of September 26,

1939 rather unobtrusively. He returned a day early for a scheduled meeting with the three

2
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service chiefs, the Oberbefehlshaber dt. Heeres (ObdH)S Colonel-General Walter Yon

Brauchitsch6 , the Oberbefehlshaber der Luftwaffe (ObdL) Field Marshal Hermann Goering7 , and

the Oberbefehlshaber der Marine (ObdM) Admiral Erich Raeder8, at the New Chancellory at

1700 hours on September 27, 1939. During this meeting, Hitler for the first time officially

expressed his plans for offensive action in the West. 9

Rumors of a pending attack against France had already filtered to n'w- 't-* discussed by

members of the various service staffs. Hitler, awara of Oberkomm .. '., es Heeres' (OKH)IO

opposition to any offensive action In the West used t.is oppor: . to reaffirm his absolute

power over all matters of state, including the militdr'v, Tte pupose of his meeting was to

present his intentions an to underscore his theory that v; ,;,,/ in Poland resulted from superior

German leadership, soldiers, tanks, tnd airplanes. France mnd England, ho explained were unable

to come to Poland's aide because of military unpreparedness. Given enouqh time, however, they

might be able to prepare themselves for a German onslaught. Worse yet, they themselves might

attack Germany. Hitler declared that the minimal losses the German army suffered in Poland

would be easily replaceable.1 1 He demanded the immediate activation and transfer of as many

units as possible to the Western Front. Hitler thought an oifensive in the West wouid be no mor.

difficult than tUe Polish campaign, therefore quality soldiers were of no concern. 12 Weather,

becaue of its effect in the first three to four days of any offensive, concerned him most, Hitler

also expressed concern over Germany's industrial base, the Ruhr Valley. He feared Allied

bombing raids on this highly vulnerable area. 13

Hitler recognized his generals' sensitivity toward breaching Dutch and Belgian neutrality,

and assured them that a conflict with Holland would be avoided since this problem could be solved

through political means. Belgium, on the other hand, posed a direct threat tc the Ruhr. The

3



Fuehrer expected no hesitation from France in moving troops into Belgium, using it as a staging

base to threaten Germany's industrial base. He expected German forces to attack in a west-

northwest direction through Belgium, with the main effort (chwerpunkt)1 4 directed towards

the channel coast. Hitler asked General von Brauchitsch, for his views on this proposition. Von

Brauchitsch declined an immediate reply until afforded some time to think about these new

developments. Finally on the 27th, Hitler presented his military leaders with a "fait xxNplF,

demanding the initiation of an offensive not later than 20 to 25 October 1939, the war goal of

which was "to E"narae /& t it's knw" Hitler, usurping his lvisors, declared his military

aims, which were not final in the overall concept of warfare in the West, however, left no

Illusions as to his motives. 15

This amazing order marked the beginning of a great stalling maneuver by OKH, since it had

no intention of fighting the West and, unlike 1914, possessed no war plan for an offensive. This

plan would truly be a challenge of enormous magnitude for the leaders of the Army General Staff.

General v. Brauchitsch and General of Artillery Franz Halder 16 struggled with personal conflicts

as to the soldierly and moral implications of Hitler's moilves in the West, even going so far as to

discuss the Dossible elimination of the dictator Yon Brauchitsch and Halder were soldiers of the

old school, however, bound by their oath of allegiaice, 17 Caugnt in a dilemma of having to plan an

operation they felt morally wrong, pri ,ssionally questionable, and possibly ruinous for

Germany. General v, Brauchit3ch attempted to stand up to Hitler, however, found himself in a

very awkward position, He h&i accepted 250,000 Reichs Mark in form of a loan arranged by

Hitler to settle his firsi. rnarriage and recently remarried a woman with ties to the Nazi

movement General Halder's religious convictions, among other things, restrained him from

committing cold blooded murder. As Army Chief of Staff, Halder considered himself the chief

representative of the German officer corps, refusing to adopt Balkan traditions into the corps to

4



solve nationol problems. Murdering heads of state was not an option as long as he served as Army

Chief of Staff. 18

While von Brouchitsch and Halder privately discussed their concerns over Hitler's

reckless intentions, the Polish campaign presented the General Staff with issues of far reaching

consequences. It revealed significant German A.-my deficiencies requiring immediate attention.

Among other things, military leaders at the highest levels measured the German infantry far

below the standards of 1914. All offensive action depended on commanders' initiatives, since the

infantry seemingly lacked elan and an aggressive spirit. The Army considered the Panzer types

Mark I and II obsolete, but experienced a shortage of the modern Mark III's and IV's. Its doctrine

of mobile warfare received a positive rating, although, Tables of Organization and Equipment

(TO&E) required numerous changes, and command and control between Panzer and infantry

formations left much to be aeslred, The September 27 " fait axj o p#" was a rude shock for Army

leaders and in this air of misgiving OKH began to plan for an attack it did not want to conduct,

against an enemy it felt it ws not ready or equipoed to fight, in the rain of Autumn. 19

4 J
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END NOTES

CHAPTER ONE

IHone-Adolf Jecbsan, fl A,- 1.. 4Wr uCCe a A ft nha Zf iao zar

*s*wft 194I (Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Yerleg GMBh, 1957), p. 9.

2Rudolf Schmunt vas born on Auguot 13, 1896, In Metz. He ener,5d the 35th Rifle
Regiment it 1914 and later obtained Gonerul Staff training. Schmundt replaced Hossbech as
Hitler's ermu djutant in 1938, serving in this p"tion until seriouly wounded during the
aseslnaton attempt on Hitler on July 20, 1944. In 1942 he assumed the edditionl role of
Chief, Army Personnel Office. General of the Infantry, Rudolf Schmundt died from his wounds
on October 10, 1944, In a field hospital at Ratzeburg. Wolf Koilig, Ow POeutwr /A (Bed
Neuheim: PodzunYerlog, 1957), p. 301.

3Nicolous v. Below attempted to enter Infantrie Regiment Nr. 12 (Halberstedt) as an
officer candidate in 1925, but ws rejected bemuse of slight shortsightedness. An uncle,
General (retired) Otto v. Below, provided assistance and Nicolaus joined the training bettalion
of the Regiment in April 1926. To Ms dism, before completing basic training, Nicolaus and
19 of his comrades wera sent to the Deutsche Yerkehrsfltagerchule (German Commercial Pilot
School) In Schlisaheim. Belo, demonstrated a talent for aviation, thus the Reichheer
transferred im to Llpezk, USSR, for pilot training from Meg to September 1929. He returned
to Infonterie Reghment 12, on October 1, 1929, servIng In the regiment until separating from
the Reichsheer on July9 1, 1933, to enter the secret Luftwuffe. On June 16, 1937 he assumed
the duties as Hitler's LuftvafTe aide-de-camp, remaining In the position until the conclusion of
the var. Nicolaus v. Balo became one of Hitler's most trusted adjutants, vith vhom he
discussed meno; =itils of the previous pearst icolausv. Balo, 4b t#U#es4 jAum 1.57-
/'45(.iainz: v. Has& KoehlerYerlag, 1980), pp. 13-14, 431.

4 Nicoleusv. Bow, 4*it, pp. 210-211.

50berbefehlshaber des Mieres; Supreme Commander of the Army. Colonel-General
Freiherr Yon Frltsch occupied the position from 1934 until 1938, thereafter Feldmarachall
Walter v. Brouchitach until December 1941, vhen Hitler persenall y asumed command of the
Army. Baron Werner Yon Fritsch vs born In Bernrath near Dueseldorf on August 4, 1880
He joined the Hesian Light Field Artillery Regiment Nr. 25 on September 21, 1898. Early on
young Frltsch earned himself a posting to the Kriagsakedemie, or Staff College. During World
War I, he served on the General Staff andes General Staff officer (operations) of the First
Guards Division. After the war he remained in the Roichsheer commanding an Artillery
regirnent, a Cavalry division, and an Infantry division. C ncomitantly vith his promotion to
General of the Artillery, he assumed the position of Chef der Hearesleitung (Chief of Staff,
Armj) on Februarj 1, 1934. Fritach became ObdH during the reurganization of the Armed
Forces In 1935 and was promoted to Colonel-General in 1966. Accused a homosexual, Baron
Yon Fritsch resigned from the Army In 1938. Subuequentl texhonerated by a nlitary Court of
.Honor, Fritsch ws not reinstated as ObdH, but merelj made honoray Coionel of Artilleru
Regiment Nr. 12. General Fritsch, not called to active duty vhen war broke out in 1939,
elected to Join his artillery regiment In Poland. Baron Werner Yon Fritsch died a ,,olders death
vhile leedlnga reconnaissance patrol in Polandon September 22, 1939. He is credited vith the
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organized expansion of the German Ar-my from 1934 through 1938. Keilig, o'c/. p. 43, F,
' von Mellenthin, (bman (.'wals o/ World Wr //As / T4 % (Norman: University of

Oklahoma Press, 1977), pp. 3-4; also see Adolf Graf von Kielmansew's book, [ercritxh
,: ( Hampburgj, 1949)

6Walter von Brauchitsch was born in Berlin on October 4, 1881, After serving as a
cadet, he became an officer in the 3rd Prussian Guard Regiment. Originally an infantry officer,
he later transferred to the Artillery. During the First World War ha earned a reputation as a
capable officer. In 1932 he became Inspector of Artillery, and in 1935 Commander of
','/ehrkreis 1. In earlv February 1938, Hitler chose him as Fritsch's successor ror the position
of CbdH. He was promoted to the rank of Field Marshal on July 19, 1940. After being replaced
by Hitler in 1941, he saw no further service in the German army. Fieldmarshall Brauchitsch
died in Hamburg, in 1948. Keilig, pcit, pp. 91; F. W. von Mellenthin, opcit., pp, 16-
17, Lewis, opc/., p. 18; and Below, opcit, p, 65-73.

7Hermann Wilhelm Goering was born in Rosenheim, Bavaria on January 12, 1893. The son
of a colonial official, he entered cadet school at Karlsruhe. During World War I he served as an
infantry officer, later transferring to the Air Force making a name for himsolf cc 'manding
P:ichthofen's famous Flying Circus. Goering received the much coveted Pour le Merite and the Iron
Cross First Class. Finding it difficult to adjust to civilian life after the war, Goering worked in
several fields: initially in the Fokker Aircraft Works, then ac advisor to the Danish government,
then as a stunt pilot, and a commercial pilot for Svenska Lufttraffik in Sweden. He met Hitler In
1922 through his first wife, the Swedish born Carin von Kantzow. After the Beer-Hall Putsch in
1923, Oering, although arrested, managed to escape to Austria, subsequently livin in !taly and
Sweden. He returned to Germany in 1926 after the German government granted political
amnesty, reestablishing his contacts with Hitler, In 1928, GOering became one of thG first
National Socialists (Nazi) elected to the Reichstag. GOering was reelected in 1930. After the
overwhelming victory by the Nazis in the 1932 Reichstag elections, Goering played a key role in
'he negotiations for Hitler's appointment to Reichskanzler. In the n"w overnment, CoJering held a
number of important positions: Reich Minister without Portfolio, Reich Commissioner for Air,
Prussian Minister President, Prussian Minister of the Interior. In the last position Goering
harnessed control over all Prussian police forces, subsequently establishing the Geheime
Aaatspotizei (Gestapoi, S3oering QUICKly rose to the numeer two uosition in the Reicn. Ourm the
Roehm crisis on the weekend of June 30, 1934, Goering directed all Blood Purge actions in
Berlin. On March 1, 1935, Goering became Oberbefehlshaber der Luftwaffe (ObdL), Commander
in Chief Air Force, subsequently promoted to full General in 1936. Hitler also appointed Goering
as Plenipotentiary for the Implementation of the Four-Year Plan in 1936, giving him vast
powers over the state economy and rearmament program. In 1938, Goering engin, red the
removal of the War Minister, von Blomberg and the Commander of the Army, von Fritsch, in
hopes of being elevated to the position of War Minister himself. In the latter days Just before the
outbreak of war Goering attempted to negotiate with Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain,
through Birger Dahlerus, a Swedish intermedie-y. After the Battle of France, on July 19, 1940,
while Field Marshal's batons were handed to Army generals, Goering received a oromotion to
Reichsmarschall. Towards the end of the war Goering tried to seize power from Hitler, the latter
at the news deprived him of all his offices and ordered him shot. Goering, captured by the
American Army on May 9, 1945, stood trial before the Nuernberg War Tribunal, receiving the
death penalty. Two hours befor his execution, on October 15, 1946, Hermann Wilhem Goering
committed suicide by taking a vial of poison. Lous L, Snyder, Erfv/cW Ie 'ofe TirdRe1"?
(New York: MacGraw HIll, 1976), pp. 122-124; and HansOtto Meisner, Oht1'terreifurng
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(Esslingen: bechtle Verlag, 1983), 232-235; also, for a more indepth biography of Hermann
Gering, see Willi Frischauer's book The/is ndFe//ofh'ekmrrn eiw'v (Boston, 1951)

8Erich Raeder was born to a north German middle class family in Wandsbeck, near
Hamburg, on April 24, 1876. He attended the Naval Academy at Kiel. As a young officer he made a
cruise to the orient with a flotilla of warships, and served on the Emperor's yacht h e&'i1,/'n
During World War I, Raeder served in the Battle of Jutland After the war he remained in the
.avy and in 1928 became Chef der Marineleitung (Chief of the Naval Command). In 1935, Hitler
named Raeder Oberbefehishaber der Marine (Obd1M), a position he held until 1943. In this
capacity, Raeder played a key role in the rearmament of the Navy. Early 1939 marked his last
promoticn, Grand Admiral. Raeder recommended an invasion of Norwe in the first months of the
war The Mriral opposed Hitler's ambitions for war against the Soviet Union, hciever, once thd
decision ,:s made he supported the effort The differences between Hitler and Raeder became
strong onouqh by 1943 to warrant his retirement. On the Fuehrer's orders, Raeder retired on
January 30, 1943. After the war, Admiral Raeder was prosecuted at the Nuernberg War
Iribunbl and received a sentence of life imprisonment. In late September 1955 he was released
beause cf ill hebIth. Admiral Raeder died in Kiel on November 6, 1960. Snyder, qo ci, pp.
27q-230- &i sEe Erisl Rwnr's autobiorap~y, yLife (Annapolis, 1960)

ioii ei -* vral F ranz Hi- Ider, The H/dr Oari The Pr ivate W.@ J7urle/s of C1aol
-CralFrav,*z'e, Introduction by Trevor N. Dupuy, (Boulder: Westvlew Press, 1976),
Vol. 2, p. 15.

oO0berkommando des Heeres, Army High Corrmand, was established along with the
Luftwaffe and Navy High Commands in 1935 as separate services under the Oberkommando der
Wehrmacht (OKW), Armed Forces; see also Appendix C for a wire diagram of the organization
of the OKW.

1 Casualties suffered in the army were: 8,082 killed, 27,278 wounded, and 5,029
soldiers missing in action. Officers represented 4.6% (dead) of the% figures which is quilte
high. Lewis, opcit, p. 81.

12Beiow, quct, p. 211.

13 Jacobsen, accit, p. 8, 10 and 29; and Halder, pcit., Vol. 2, p. 18; andAlistair
Horne, Tobz'888ttle Frwxv 1940, (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1969), p.
139; and Below, opcit, p. 210.

14Main effort; Schwerpunkt. Ths context in which the German military used the term
* Shwerpunkt during World War II signifies the point of main effort. Clausewitz, in his
* writings, calls it the center of gravity, the source from which the enemy derives his power or

energy to fight.

15Below, op cit, p. 211, and Jacobsen, pcit., p. 9.

16Franz Halder was born in Wuerzburg, Bavaria, on June 6, 1884, In 1902 he entered
the 3rd Bavarian Field Artillery Regiment. After the war he remained in the Reichsheer. In
1935 he took command of the 7th Infantry Division, and in late 1936 transferred to the Army
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